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LEGISLATURE LOADED
WITH IMPORTANT BILLS

B S —

AMONG THEM ARE FRANCHISE TAX, CHILD
LABOR, UNIFORM SYSTEM OF TEXT BOOKS, T0
BUILD ANNEX TO CAPITOL, ASSISTANT FOR
ATTORNEY GENERAL, AND BSEVERAL FOR
RAILWAY REGULATION.

Two of the nine weeks of the session of 1907 are past,
leaving no deep Legislative impression, save the adoption
of the resolution to investigate the records of
the Trustees of the loternal Improvement
Fund, and the appointment of a committee,

The hot haste for this investigation cooled
somewhat atter receipt of the message from
the Governur, asking for such investigatiou,
and in debating over the terms of the resolu-
tion authorizing the investigation,

The resolution having been adopted finally
and the committee nawed, the organization
will now occur and work will probably begin
at once,

This, then, is really the extent of the Legis-
lative work accomplished, beyond the appoint
ment of committees for several junkets m
rapnged, and passage of a number of “purely &
local” bills. 03

Bills, of course, have flowed freely into both v.wucucs
of the Legislature, and of many of them the most that
can be said is that they should have never been written.

Nearly two hundred bills-have been introduced in each
House, but few have been reported for consideration, and
it is noticeable that the bills of gemeral importance are
evidently receiving thorough consigeration in committee,
it holding them there wmeuns anything.

“Pureiy local” bills have been many, as have, too, many
bills of minor importance, relating to County Commis-
sioners and School Boards, game, fish, concealed weapons,
firearms, amendments to the General Statutes, pensions,
relief bills for various
includnig
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in view of the struggile
which is expected wuil
- come in the effort (o
' securé enactment, is
providing a State sys-
tem of uniform text
books. Three Dbills,
two for State and one
for county uniformity,
are now in each House.
Ntate life iusurance

Senator Alford Keeps His Eye
on things and his mustache " .
pointed in the right direction. :;;lila lalf:::- i“'ggi;l: ma-

A bill to prohibit child labor is in both House and Sen-

ate, as is also a bill providing for a Bureau of Labor and
Statistics,

Two bills for good roads have been introduced, differing
in their provisions. Mr. MacWilliams’ bill provides for
funds for the purpose by use of the money received from
the hire of State convicts, and after the expiration of the
present lease to use one-half of them on the roadmaking.
The principal provision of this measure is the building
of three grand highways through the Btate.

The bill of Senator Adams relates to roadmaking by
the creation of tax road districts to be built from funds
arising from State prisoners and the use or hire of county
prisoners.

A bill relating to taxation of franchises, two and one-
half cent a mile passenger fare, separate accommodations
for raceés in waiting roms, at ticket windows, on street
cars, on trains, authorizing the Railroad Commission
to employ a competent engineer to inspect physical prop-
erty of railways is the railroad legislation that has beea
introduced.

One bill relating to express companies, two concerning
telegraph compaunies, are other offerings to regulate cor-
porations.

Only one resolution, providlnqr for amendment to the
Constitution, has been entered. This is the suffrage reso-
lution of Senator Beard,

Three bills for the aid of public schools have been in-
trouced, while fish has had nine, and game eight.

Bills for compulsory education, prohibiting lobbying,
regulating the primary law, are other bills which will
receive much consideration.

Eight bills relative to pensions have been referred to
committees, while bills concerning vargrancy, wélitia
and prohibition of cigarettes will be matters for debate.

Three bills to regulate the liguor traffic have been in-
troduced, one that prohibits the shipment of liquor inte
dry countles, Bucket shops will be the subject of dis
cussion, as there are two bills seeking their aboltion,

Tweo bills, over which there is prospect of strife, are
those to give the Rallroad Commission special counsel;
the other an assistant for the Attorney Geuerall

The crowded condition of the Capitol has caused the
lntroduction of a bil} providing for a threestory annex

(Continued on Page Four.)
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| BY THE WAY |

Perhaps it has not been remafked outside of the SBenate
Chamber, but it is a fact of moOre or less interest that the
Judiciary Committee of that Doy numbers sixteen mem-
bers, which, until Senator Newlho's vacant seat is filled,
is a majority of the Senate. List session the rule pro-
vided for eleven members, but this session it was changed
to sixteen, so now if the commitice recommends that a

bill “do pass” it has the power to carry out its recom-
mendation. ' 1
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County Superintendents of Flérida meet in convention

-

“The block is mightier than the lever,” thought Little
Peter, as he got down on his knées, and laughed to héim-
sclf at the waste of muscle on the other gide of the log.

here next Tuesday, and many tedchers of the State are
dlse expecied W be present,

besiues viuer Lwsugs W Wk about, the subject of State
Ulueruuly vl Walvwuks Wi DEiVavy be furued losue
Vil dudu Wil ludl Luele wis e Luwe lur ulue cuauts
Vi puslics,

Luugressinan Clark will address (he convention and
furnisu tue civyuence fur Wue veasivl frols B dlex-
LausLibie BUppLy. 1

e Tt

This week will see more uctive » probably in beth

bruucues vl lue Legisialure, Uig Ulicuuirs 1oF euol Slow-
B QUALLLY of wateris to g0 rough e aal,
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siey QIUIT Will ‘b luaue 10 sepute its passage. It
received ‘g tavorabie culuinittee repurt,

Labour leuders of tue dlite, whv are here to work for
the emactiuent of this law, are Max Moritz of ‘Luwmpa,
president of the Btute Federation of Labor, and B, J.
irypett, of Jucksvnville, chanwan of tue Legwslative
Culuuitiee of the lederution,

Senator Beard's resolution for an amendment to the
Cousutution, lwmiting the right of in this State
to white persons, is a speciul order in tue Menate at 4
vclock Tuesaay afternovn, when debate will eccur.

As the Nenutor hus said, “it involves a matter of vast
waguitude,” and thorough discussion should be bheld. It
is a matter of much iuterest, as no Mtate has before
attempted to override the Jourteenth and Fifteenth
dmenaments of the Constitution in this manaer, and it
may be possible for Florida to set & puce for her sister

Stﬂte'. ki | -m

Representatives of school book houses were remarkable
by their absence Saturday, and the haunts that had known
them during the week were deserted, in like manper as
the rest of the lobbying bunch that had lown away from
its stamping ground for a day or twe,

But they will be back; they want to before
EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEES BOM >
The franchise tax bill will probably be reported from

committee tomorrow, and what the recommendation will
be is yet to be learned, but no matter gbout that, as it is
hinted that it will be strengthened in & manmner that will

leave no reason for not supporting it, IF THE PEOPLI
dre-to be served.

Dr. (Major) Healey, specialis! In veducing obesity (of
pockctbooks ), complains that prioetice in his line Is slow.
lnorierwgethhhaudlnremao fe o0 &
courty division case for a nomingl fee, but bis services
were ined-—not with thaoks.
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LAKE CITY WANTS
A “TECH” SCHOOL

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS THERE READY FOR
USE, AND LEGISLATURE WILL BE ASKED TO
AID—PLAN WILL COLLIDE WITH BUCKMAN
AND HIS LAW, BUT PROJECT HAS FRIENDS.

That the buildings of the former University of Florida
at Lake City will be permitted to remain unused is not
the intention of citizens
of that place, if they
can find a way to es

tablish a school in
them.

Having been built for
such purposes, and
much money has been
spent therefor, the pro-
ject possesses worthy
features, which will
probably soon wreceive
Legislative attention,

Already two delega
tions have visited the
capital in order to lay
plans for the move-
ment,which is under-
stood to be ‘the estab-
lishment of a technolog-
ical school.

SBenator Cone stated,

in his address to the .. ..., Cone, who will attempt

Senate Friday, °“’°ce‘:"to have a school established at
ing the resolution to, ... ¢

appoint a committee to
inspect the buildings,that the Legisldtureshould not allow
these buildings to decay through idleness, and indications

v g — are that pressure will {
be brought against .
that body te appropri-
ate suflicient money
that a useful educa-
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| his mame, and whicl
- abo a number of
the smaller colleges of
. the State, and the fol
| lowing which he may
have,

The vote in his fa
vor Friday gave him
two majority, but

Senator Buckman, who will re- ;:l:etber tl:;t will :3

pist the attempt to break into at the next tvial of

somewhat on the merits of the proposed school and the
energy of the promoters.
A short time before the University was moved from
Lake City new buildings had been erected, others re-
paired, and beside these is the building given by H. M.
Flagler, that is only about five years old and cost $20,000,
Doubtless thie will be the last fight in which the Lake
City people will appear before the Legislature seeking
aid for a college or scho | that will occupy these build-
ings, and it is to be expected that they will exert every bit |
of strength that they can command, |

NEWS FORECAST FOR COMING WEEK.

Washington, D. C,, April 13.—The sessions of the Na-
tional Peuce Congress in New York will attract attention
during the first three days of the coming week. A large
pumber of wen and women of wide reputation will take
part in the weeting, which is expected to be the most L
notable ever held in this country in the interest of inter ,
pational peace and arbitration, :

The National Assembly of Panama will meet in extra-
ordinary session. .

A copsistory is to be held in Rome Mondey, at which,
it is stated, six new Cardinals will be created. It Is pot
expected that any Americans will be among those to
receive the red hat,

The luterstate Commerce Commission is to held an-
other hearing at Portland, Ore,, Monday on the so-called
Spokane rate cases,

The Colonial conference, which has for its object the
strengthening of the honds between the various parts of
the British Empire, will begin its sessions in London
Monday.

The {nnual meeting of the United States Steel Corpo-
ration will be held Monday in Hoboken.

PORTO RICO TO WELCOME TAFT.

RBan Juan, P. R, April 13.~CGreat prepamations are
being made for the reception and entertainment of See
retary Taft, who is expected to arrive tomorrow
program includes an informal dinner, a visit to poluts
of historic interest and an automebile trip from Ban
Juan to Ponce and return over the same roads taken by
President Hoosevelt.
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